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GIVE THANKS FOR ALL OUR BLESSINGS'!
While you read this edition of the Pyr Prose hopefully
your mind, hearts and tummies with still be filled with
wonderful memories of the day we celebrate as
Thanksgiving. We blessed to have the opportunity to
share our lives with the common link of our sweet
compani ons @efarewe ded casght up in the
craze of Christmas shoppinglecorating and baking
take the time to lookaround andthink about your
holiday décorand any dangers thdtt may pose & a
threat to animals We all know the dangers of tinsel,
electrical cords, chocolate, raisins, etc.

George and | would like to wish everyone a very safe
and blessed Holiday Season.

GET _SHOPPING WITH GREAT GIFTS FROM
GPCA HEALTH COMMITTEE: Go to
www.gpcahealth.orgor a complete viewing of some
wonderful and unique Christmas giftdn addition to
obtaining and giving some
you are helping to suppdtie GPCA Health Committee.

IMPORTANT UPDATES FOR OUR WEB PAGE:

Jeff Mealy has asked that | notify the members of a new
website addresshttp://HOGPC.comand that you can
also find HOGPC on Facebook!!!

INSIDE THIS ISSUE
1. Thanks for All Our Blessings

Important Updates to our Web Page
Basket Donations Needed
GPCA HealtRecognition Award/Longevity Program
Upcoming ImportanEvents
2. Club Contacts
3-5. The Experience of Pet Loss (GPCA Health Committee)
5-6 GPCA Junior RecognitiBrogram and Form
7. Heart of Ohio Great Pyrenees Rescue, Inc.
8. A Collage of Fun and Love
9. 2009 Calendar
10. Publication Notice
Insert: Annual Holiday Party Invitation

(Seeattached flyer for detaild)

BASKET DONATIONS NEEDED:

HOGPC has once again been invited to participate
in a BASKET CONTEST to be used in a Silent
Auction for the 2010 National Specialty to be held
in Lancaster, PA. Michele Casleriteil address
meshel34200@yahoo.com and Pat Wallace
(mailtoald@aol.comhave volunteered to chair this
event. ONLY this year Judging will be by an
Il nternational panel , SO
Please help by donating Ohio related

items, or cash so that the committee g
y / Te

-

can puchase items to fill our basket. FRc
Donations can be brought to @

meeting, or mailed to:
Pat Wallace 1100 Bellflower Rd NE
Minerva, OH 44657.

Health Recognition Award applications have been
down thisay ar. \\ith the substantial increase in CHIC . ¢
Huﬁtge?s, would rhgpg Buinard Wo'uI% gpmf {org !
this award. Your application must be received before
12/31/09 to receive your certificate & recognition in

the Bulletin and on our website.

Longevity Program z A program that recognizes
Great Pyrenees 10 years of age older (revised and

updated this year) needs vyour completed
applications before 12/31/09 to be included in the

Bulletin and on our website. Applications for either
of these awards are available at our website:
www.gpcahealth.org

UPCOMING IMPORTANT EVENTS:

CLUB MEETING & ANNUAL
HOLIDAY PARTY
December 12, 2009 @ 4:30 PM
Tobeheldas AT TT 80
Hostedby:
Brenda Lynn
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THE EXPERIENCE OF PET LOSS -2009

(GPCA HEALTH COMMITTEE - Contributed

by Karen Conley)

il n e v enything coaldvhuraiso badly. | cried
a whole ocean of tears. | went through -skétred
for putting my pet to sleep, to depression, to

acceptance. For a | ong
dog food commercial . o
Ailt was the most tiomlyi c,

devastating experience | had ever been through. |
di dnot know what to do.
il felt |l i ke someone had

The excerpts are from the book, The Emotions of
Pet Loss, by Moira Anderson Allen, M.Ed.; dan
may strike a familiar chord with pet owners. Grief,
anger, guilt and depression are all typical responses
to the death of a loved one. Only recently,
however, have researchers come to realize that a pet
may also be considered a loved one and a family
member, and that its death may evoke similar and
often equally intense emotions.

For many people, the death of a pet means losing a *

cherished family member who has been a constant
companion and source of love in its most innocent
and purest form. The anals with which we share
our lives and our hearts are frequently the one
source of support that remains stable and consistent
through the many life changes we experience. We
walk with our pets, we talk with them, we eat with
them, and we exercise and gesith them. Why
then, are we so often surprised by the intensity of
emotions we feel when they die? We fall in love
with our pets and whether they walk, crawl, or fly,
or have fins, fur, or feathers, the loss of such a
companion can be heartbreakingf ybur pet has
died, you have a right to be sad, hurt, angry,
confused, or to feel overwhelmed. Grief, confusion,
anger, guilt and depression are all typical responses
to that loss.

WHAT YOU MIGHT EXPERIENCE

e Extreme Sadness; your loss is significant &nd
makes sense that you will be sad when you
think about your pet.

tiyney

e Feelings of aloneness; think that no one you
know understands what you are going through.

e Feeling as though your departed pet is present;
seeing, hearing, or smelling your pet, or feeling
as tough the spirit of your pet is present

e Guilt; may occur if you feel responsible for

[F Qithdhskn drdlafte foenn yw at
careful 06 syndr ome.

o DENfaM MARES it difficult B Ackept&ht your pet
is really gone. 1 trds._

lpet i g8ndeygarBdtniyght wh
ri PP dt oddedyot NS &@Si O
it hard to get a new pet for fear of being
Aidi sl oyal 6 to the ol d.

e Anger may be directed at the iliness that killed
your pet or the veteri
its | ife.0 Someti mes i
carried to extremes, it distracts you from the
important task of resolving your grief.

e Revisiting prior losses; may bring up

memories of other losses you have had in your

life.

Confusion and concentratiorfocusing and

concentrating on tasks is very difficult.

Depression; is a natural consequence of grief,

but can leave you powerless to cope with your

feelings.

You may run into peoplé even close friend$

who donét understand you
you that it i s fAsillyo
over the |l oss of an anin
dogo. It is easy to co

hand for what seems to you an inexcusable lack of
understanding, but do remember, grief makes
people uncomfortable; most people genuinely

want to help, but si mpl
cul ture S extremely I n
opinion of ani mal behavi

It is natural to feel grief over the loss of anything
we attach ourseés to emotionally no matter how

large or small our loss may be, we must openly
discuss our feelings or our grief will not be

resolved. o
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If your family or friends love pets, they will
understand what you are
your feelings in a isguided effort to appear strong
and calm. Working through your feelings with
another person is one of the best ways to put them
in perspective. If you do not have family or friends
who do not understand, there are Pet Loss
Counselors and many valuablesources available
for grief counseling. Remember, your grief is
genuine and deserving of support.

THINGS TO REMEMBER

You are an individual and your way of grieving will

differ from the way other people grieve, your own

grieving process also will diffein intensity and

duration in the losses you experience throughout

your lifetime. Following are a few of the many

ways that grief can be expressed and healing

enhanced:

e Open expressions of emotions such as crying,
conversations about loss, etc.

e Drawing,writing poetry, or other artistic
expressions

e Internal processing, thinking about the loss,
trying to make sense of it, often done during
activities such as meditation, exercising, bike
riding

e Dedicating time to animal organizations

e Committing to make posve changes in your
own life

e Making scrapbooks of photograph albums of
your pet

e Keeping a written documentation of your
feelings such as journaling

Friends or family members may try to convince
you to get a new pet before you feel ready. You
aretheont one who wil/l Kknow
time for such a commitment. Some people find it
helpful to get another pet before the death of their
current pet; others find it beneficial shortly after.

Some decide to wait weeks, months, or even years.

Some people decide not to bring another
companion animal into their lives. There is no
correct way for everyone to do this and it is most
important that you follow your heart in this

decision. You are not betraying your pet that has
gliedi by lyingindhanather gdt injour Ideo dact, h i
many people think of getting a new pet as a tribute
to their deceased pet because they have come to
realize how wonderful the humamimal bond can

be. However, you want to be certain that you can
love your new pet for its own persality and
characteristics, and that you are not wanting it to be
just like your pet that has died.

EUTHANASIA

Euthanasia is often the most emotional and painful
decision you make for your animal. Your
veterinarian is the daest
condition; however, you are the best judge of the
guality of your pet 6s d
constant pain, undergoing difficult and stressful
treatments that are not helping greatly, unresponsive
to affection, unaware of its surroundings, and
uninterested in life, a caring pet owner will
probably choose to end the beloved companions
suffering. Eval uate vyou
unselfishly with your veterinarian. Prolonging pets
suffering in order to prevent your own ultimately
helps ndher of you. Nothing can make this
decision an easy or painless one, but it is truly the
final act of love that you can make for your pet.
Eut hanasia I|iterally me:
careful consideration of this process will hopefully
make it a litte easier on both you and your precious
companion.

Il nf ormati on APreparing
eut hanasi ao i s a br ocht
Association for Pet Loss and Bereavement at:

www.aplb.org

BEREAVEMENT STUDY

T h e; W Fké I smpac t
Researchers from t acific Gra uate School of
Psychology are conducting a study to learn about
the impact of pet loss; the investigators are Wendy
Packman, JD, PhD, Nigel Field, PhD, and Rama
Ronen, PhD. The are requesting participation
from adults (18 years and older) who have lost a pet
within the last 12 months. It is hoped that the
information learned will assist in providing
comprehensive care for those grieving the death of a

4
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beloved animal companion. FMI: 5. Several Universities offer Pet loss support and
petlossstudy@gmail.cowr call (650) 4333870 hotlines staffed by Veterinarian student volunteers :
This survey can be completed-tme or via phone Cornell University, Colorado State, lowa State,
number listed above. University of California Davis, Michigan State,

Tufts Univesity, University of lllinois, and
AVAILABLE RESOURCES Washington State University.
The number of resources available for this topic is
formidablei a few are listed below & were SOURCES:
reviewed for content and ease of navigation: CHF Discoveries; issue 29 summer 2009
1. Pet loss Support pagéttp://www,petloss.net Joy Dias, PhD, G& Director, Client Counseling,
Guide to support groups by state; reading material U. of Florida College of Veterinary Medicine
listings; & hotlinesi most @mprehensive one ACoping with Sorrow on t
reviewed & easily navigated Moira K. Allen
2. Association for Pet Loss and Bereavement: AThe Loss of a Peto by W

www.aplb.org (718) 3820690
3.. Nikki Hospice Foundationvww.pethospice.org
4 . MyGriefSpace.net blogs chat rooms, forums

GPCA JUNIOR RECOGNITION PROGRAM: _(submitted byi Ruth A. Marcy, Chaix

PURPOSE To encourage young people with Great Pyrenees who are showing in Junior Showmanst
(conformation) or Performance/Compamicompetition (obedience, rally obedience, agility, tracking, drafting
and lure coursing.) The committee is to administer the Junior Handler of the Year Award, the Westminst
Junior Showmanship Awardnd the Performance/Companion Junior Awards.

1.. Paticipants must either be GPCA Junior Members in good standing or have a family member (father
mother) who are members of GPCA in good standing.
2.. Only wins earned while competing in the Junior Showmanship or Performance/Companion classes Al
licensal or member shows while handling a Great Pyrenees will be counted toward the awarding of points.
3.. Points will be awarded for wins during the calendar year (JantaBetember 31) and the recipients will
be recognized at the Annual Banquet duringftllewing year and published in ThePGA Bulletin and AKC
Junior Handlng Newsletter.
4.. Junior Showmanship (confirmation) points will be computed on the number of Juniors defeated throughc
the calendar year. A Junior will receive one (1) point footider Junior competitors defeated. A Junior must
havewon a first, second, third, or fourth class placement in order to be considered as having defeated ot
Juniors in a class. No distinction will be made between the levels (Novice or Open) ovisigasi{Junior,
Intermediate, or Senior) of the classes. For example, if there are 15 in your class, you get 14 points. If there
3 other classes with 10 each, and you go Best Junior, then you acquire an additional 30 points.
5.. Performance/Compami
AGILITY: 5 points for 100, 4 points for 989, 3 pants for 9695, 2 points for 889 and one additional point
at each level for top speed around the course.
TRACKING and DRAFTING (all levels): 5 points.
RALLY: 5 points for 100, 4 points for 989, 3 points for 8695, 2 points for 785 and 1 point for 705 and
one additional point at each level for top speed around the course affecting an award decision.
OBEDIENCE (all levels): 5 points for 200, pbints for 196199, 3 points for 18895, 2 pointsdr 176-:185
and 1 point for 17475.
6.. The annual point totals will be computed by the appointed GPCA Junior Recognition Chairman from tt
results as listed in the AKC show awards publicatidnniors are directly responsgbfor bringing any errors
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printed in this publication to the attentiontbe AKC and the GPCA prior to &fch £' of the award year. In
Performance/Companion, the juniors may need to provide score sheets to the GPCA Junior Recognit
Chairman.

7.. All Juniors must submit their namand proof of eligibility (see #1 above) by Marchdf the award year

(the year following in which the wins were earned) to be considered for these awards.

8.The application form must be signed by thas c|
commendable academic achievements.

JUNIOR HANDLER OF THE YEAR AWARD:

The GPCA will issue a plaque and a check for $100 to the Junior Handler who earns the highest numbel
points in Junior Showmanship while showing a Great Pyrenees. In the ewetepothe Junior Handler with

the highest number of first place wins will earn the award.

TOP JUNIOR/PERFORMANCE/COMPANION

The GPCA will issue a plaque andcheck for $100 to the highestaing Junior Handler showing a Great
Pyrenees at AKC licensed Qhence Trials. Junior Handlers musbsit their top 3 qualifying seces earned
between January'to December 31of the prior year to the Junior Recognition Committee by Mafbtif the
award year. No distinction will be made between the levelsi@gp®@pen, or Utility).

*kkkkkkkkkkkhkhkhkkkkkkkhhhhkhkhhkhhkhkkkhhhhkhkhhhhhkkhhhhhkhkhhhhhhkkhhhhkhkhhhhhkkhhhhkhhkhhhhhhkkikhixk

APPLICATION

GPCA JUNIOR HANDLER COMPETITION
DATE

JUNI OR HANDLEROGS NAME

DATE OF BI RTH JUNI OROG S

ADDRESS

CITY: STATE: ZIP PHONE

PROOF OF ELIGIBILITY:
GPCA MEMBER (Family Name) RELATIONSHIP

Signature of Parent/Legal Guardian

Signature of Principal or Teacher confirming that the Junior Handler has commendable academic
achievements

Must be completed and submitted by Martiofithe Award Year to:  Ruth A Marcy
11146 Totem Rd
Anchorage, AK 99516

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkhkkkhkkhkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkhkkkhkhkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkhkkkhkhkkkkkkkkkkhkkhkkik
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HEART OF OHIO GREAT PYRENEES RESCUE, INC.
Help Always Needed!
HOGPR, Inc. is continually flooded with unw  anted Great Pyrenees. These dogs have not had the fortunate lives
that many of our dogs have now. We would like to give them a chance to know the good life. If you or someone

you know would be interested in adopting one of these great dogs; would like t 0 make a much needed donation;
or want any additional information: please contact Pat Wallace, Director of Rescue, at mailtoald@aol.com , or
phone her at 330 -895-4533. DOGS AVAILABLE FOR ADOPTION :

FAITH HOPE

AURORA BRUNO CARSO

THANK YOU , -
"

Ann wahlman
Of Cleveland
For adopting
Bruno!

Adopted

For more information about these dogs, go to our website: www.hogpr.petfinder.org

MOOCHIE AND COMPANY APPEARANCES WISH LIST: Front Line; Gas Cards; Postag e
HOGPR, INC. has been participating in a new forum ; " Stamps; Pro Plan Sensitive Skin &
for rescue, where we are invited to a Moochie & ’V/ Stomach Dog Food, Volunteers for
Company Dog Store to set -up a table with g\@ﬂ fundraising & Education Events; Gift
information, pamphlets, a donation jar, etc., in *dg@ Cards for PetsMart or Pets Supplies
order to solicit donations and more importantly, ==\ Plus; Volunteers to help groom rescue
meet perspective adopters for our dogs in rescue. dogs; Cow Hooves; Pro Plan Weight
Pat Wallace and others have manned tables at the Circles .

various locations over the past few month s and

have been pleasantly surprised at the participation MEETI NG UP WI TH 0 OL Migian withl END
and the generous donations of the visitors. This Hanna and Ze ke at a recent HOGPR, Inc Event.

appears to be a worthwhile endeavor for rescue,
gets our information to the publ ic; and raises
awareness for our group. You can visit the website
listed above for a list of scheduled visits, or if you
are interested in manni__nq a table, call Pat Wallace.

Vivian adopted Hanna
from HOGPR, Inc.,
and Zeke from another

rescue organizen.

Special thanks to the Lynn Family for manning the We Love to Share our
Moochie Booth on Novembef"in Beavercreek!!! We Happy #fATail
appreciate your commitment to Rescue@ \YOU! God Bless You! )

This is a paid ad by HOGPR, Inc.
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A COLLAGE OF FUN AND LOVE WITH OUR FAMILIES AND PETS

OHéyou a
such BIG trouble

Figure 3 - " Hey Libby, have you seen my bone?"

Figure 1 The Lynn Family with their arms full of fluffy
funl AiAnyone for a Ginormousdo Stay Puff Marshmall ow

Figure 4 "Hey .... The Suspense is kiling me....what
happens to the cat???"

CHD
ANDE .

THE
WINNER
| Séee.

spring walk.

[Nashoma with Kayl a, Merc}
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